
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Principal’s  Report 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
I would like to address an issue that has 
come across my desk, a number of times in 
the last week – “school  camp”.  The  camp  
experience is an integral part of our school 
curriculum.  Camps build children’s  
independence skills.  They are a forum in 
which the children can build relationships 
with their peers and teachers outside the 
classroom.  I am a parent myself and I 
totally understand the angst of parents 
when their children are involved in 
activities that are not under their control. I 
assure you that before students undertake 
these activities rigorous risk assessments 
are completed.  If the camp is being run by 
another organization they too have these 
assessments in place and we are not the 
first school undertaking the activities.  By 
the time we partake in them they are very 
fine-tuned and leaders are highly trained.  
Children may be placed out of their comfort 
zone and do something they have never 
done before, but be confident in the 
knowledge that I will not put any of our 
students in a situation where they will be 
intentionally harmed.  
 

I have written many times before in 
newsletters about letting our children make 
mistakes and work things out for 
themselves,  as  we  can’t  be  with  them  all  
the time.    Interestingly,  “helicopter  
parenting”  is  the  subject  of  my  on-line 
forum  as  part  of  the  “Leaders  in  small  
schools”  program  I  am  undertaking  at  the  
moment. 

Something we identify in our students more 
and more is the lack of resilience.  Children 
fear making mistakes, obsessed with having 
to get the correct answer.  Well meaning 
parents  don’t  want  their  children  to  hurt,  so  
set about taking away the things that will 
make them feel this way.  This does not 
build  a  child’s  resilience. 
  
Recent research shows that learning is 
enhanced when children make mistakes! 
Whether it involves homework, developing 
friendships, or playing soccer, learning is 
enriched through error and trying 
themselves.  Learning from mistakes is part 
of how kids are challenged to learn to do 
things differently. It motivates them to try 
new approaches.  Try some of the following 
suggestions: 
 Acknowledge  that  you  don’t  expect  

them to be perfect. 
 Let them know your love is 

unconditional, regardless of their 
mistakes or lapses in judgment. 

 Don’t  rescue  children  from  their  
mistakes. Instead, focus on the solution. 

 Provide examples of your own mistakes, 
the consequences, and how you learned 
from them. 

 Encourage them to take responsibility 
for their mistakes and not blame others. 

 Avoid pointing out their past mistakes. 
Instead, focus on the one at hand. 

 Praise them for their ability to admit 
their mistakes. 

 Praise them for their efforts and courage 
to overcome setbacks. 

 Help them look at the good side of 
getting things wrong. 
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Last week our students did us proud at the 
Innisfail District Sports Day.  Amid tough 
competition, the athletes did not give up, 
bringing home medals and achieving top 
three places in many events.  
Congratulations Nevaeh Galea who came 
home as the Under 9 Girls Age Champion.  
Jessica Magnanini, Isaac Darveniza, Dylan 
Manitto and Luke Magnanini have been 
selected in the district team to compete in 
various events at the Peninsula Athletic 
Carnival to be held over two days on  
August 23rd and 24th.   
 

I am pleased to announce the safe arrival of 
Will Ashton Haley yesterday morning at 
7:58 am, weighing 7lb 10oz, and 48.5 cm 
long. Mum, Dad and bub are doing well.   
 

Last Thursday was random Acts of Kindness 
day as part of Catholic Education Week.  
The children wrote messages which are 
displayed around the school. Please take 
the time to read them.  
 

The children would like to say a huge thank 
you to the P&F for the new shade sails off 
the big hall.  They had lots of fun playing in 
this extra shaded space yesterday.   
 

With just over three weeks to go to the 
walk-a-thon I hope you are all busy helping 
your children gain sponsors for their walk.  
Remember this is our major fundraiser for 
the year in place of the fete.  Prizes will be 
won by major fund raisers.  Watch this 
space.   
 

Please keep in your prayers the Kirkman 
family (Connor Year 3 and Jorja Year 1 
following the passing of their grandfather 
late last week).  May God keep him safely in 
his arms.    
 
Have a great week.  God bless.   
Vicki 

 There is NO Assembly this week. 
 

Tuckshop  
There is NO tuckshop this week. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  
 

“Whoever  comes  to  me  will  never  be  hungry; 
whoever  believes  in  me  will  never  thirst.” 

(John 6:24-35) 
Last  Sunday’s  gospel  continued  the  ‘bread  of  life’  
theme.  It reminds us of the Old Testament story of 
the manna in the desert – the bread from heaven.  
Jesus helps the people to see that he is the new 
bread from heaven.  The people have been fed by 
ordinary bread (the miracle of the loaves and 
fishes) but they are still hungry for Jesus and his 
teaching. 
Jesus promises them that those who believe in him 
will never be hungry or thirsty.   Here, the people 
are being directed beyond their immediate needs 
to something which will satisfy a much deeper and 
more fundamental need. Belief in Jesus will 
provide the nourishment for that deep need. The 
greatest work of our lives then is to put our faith in 
him. 
Personal Reflection: 
What deep and fundamental needs brought you to 
the journey you are on? 
What feeds your inner yearnings? 
What truly sustains your life? 
Prayer Link: 
The  Lord’s  Prayer(also  known  as  the  ‘Our  Father’)  
reflects the wishes of its Divine author. This well-
known prayer sums up what we need from God 

and what he wants from us very concisely.  It 
contains several petitions one of them being –

“Give  us  this  day,  our  daily  bread…” 

This has a wonderful double meaning:  bread as 
food for our bodies, and as the Body of Christ in 



the Eucharist as food for our souls.  And when we 
ask God for our daily bread, we are humbly 
acknowledging Him as the sole giver of all we need. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Sources - The Summit, www.ourcatholicprayers.com/, 
www.biblegateway.com 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK NEWS:   

 
 
 
 

Last Tuesday we attended the Catholic Education 
Week Southern Deanery Mass at Mother of Good 
Counsel Church, Innisfail.  This was a wonderful 
celebration of our faith and the part we play in 
Catholic Education in our diocese of Cairns.  The 
children participated extremely well in the liturgy 
and sang beautifully. A special thank you to 
Genevieve and Anna-Louise who read on our 
behalf,  Braden and Imogen our School Captains 
who carried the school flag in the entrance 
procession, Mikalya who presented our school 
candle and Lily for placing our decorated heart on 
the thanksgiving tree.  It was also fantastic to see 
our students greeting and mingling with students 
from the other Catholic schools in our area. A great 
day was had by all.  An extra special thank you 
must go to Mrs Maria Caltabiano (APRE of Good 
Counsel Primary) for all of her hard work in 
organising and preparing the mass and providing 
morning tea for the staff. 
Last Wednesday the Year 3-7 students participated 
in a very interesting morning session hosted by 
Hannah, Nic, Marney and Brandon who are 
members of NET (National Evangelization Team).   
The children loved the fun activities which taught 
them how to make Jesus real in their lives. Hannah, 
Nic, Marney and Brandon encourage young people 
to love Jesus and to embrace the Church. 
We learnt: 
 Go out of your way to love others 
 It is hard loving people at times, but we must 

remember to do what is best for the person 
 Also  love  those  people  who  you  don’t  like 

Thank you to Mrs Bryan for supervising the 
morning and for the report on the session. From all 
accounts it was an engaging and inspiring time. For 
more information on NET Ministries go to – 
www.netministries.com.au/connect4/parents 
 
 
 
 
Wishing you all a wonderful  week.  May  Christ’s  
blessings and peace be with you. 
Regards, 
Denise (Acting APRE – Assistant to the Principal, 
Religious Education) 

 

 
 

The Net Team activities

 
 

 
 

http://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/
http://www.biblegateway.com/
http://www.netministries.com.au/connect4/parents


 
 

 
 

School fees   
A reminder Term 3 School Fees are due 
TODAY. We ask that every effort is made to 
pay the fees by the due date. Please do not 
hesitate to contact Vicki should there be 
any difficulties.  
Thank you. 

 

It’s  a  boy!!! 
Meet  Will  Ashton  Haley…born  at  7:58am  

yesterday. 7lb 10oz, 48.5cm. Baby and mum 
are doing well. 

 

Repairs needed! 
We have some netball bibs that need some 

repair. If you can help out please contact 
the office. Thank you.  

 

LIBRARY BOOK SALE! 
We have culled our library books to make 
way for NEW ARRIVALS. As a result we have 
some Junior Fiction Picture Books that you 
might like for home. These books will be on 
sale for $1 or $2 in the little hall during the 
morning of our Book Week Fancy Dress 
Parade (27 August). 
  

Woolworths 
earn & learn 

DON’T  FORGET  THE  
Woolworths Earn & 
Learn initiative. Please 
don’t  forget to support 
this initiative – in past 
years we have received 
many fantastic resources that we have put 
to good use. 
 
"You'll never be brave if you don't get 
hurt. You'll never learn if you don't 
make mistakes. You'll never be 
successful if you don't encounter 
failure." 
-- Unknown 

 

 
 

Presents 
Ant-Man (M) 

7, 8 & 9 August 
7.30pm 

Admission $8.00  
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District Sports

 
 

 
 

 
Some of the medals won 

 
Our Tug-of-War team made it to the finals! 

 

 
 
 
 

Crossing the line 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The second place throw 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 The trip home 
 

 
 
 
 



A Slice of Vaudeville. Lots of laughter and 
gasps of amazement.

 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 (new dates in yellow)  

TERM 3 
10&11 Aug Prep/Year 1 Camp 
11 Aug ICAS Maths 
20&21 Aug Yr 2/3 Camp Darradgee 
22-27 Aug Book Week 
27 Aug Book Week Character Parade 
28 Aug Walk-a-thon 
30 Aug-4 Sept Yr 6 Camp Longreach 
7 Sept Starr  Production‘Bully  is  Back’ 
9-11 Sept Yr 4/5 Camp Barrabadeen 
18 Sept End of Term 

TERM 4 
6 Oct  Start of Term 4 
3 Nov  Melbourne Cup 
9-13 Nov Swimming – lower school 
11 Nov Remembrance Day  
16-20 Nov Swimming – upper school 
 
 

 
 
 


