
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Special Walk-a-thon assembly 
Thursday morning – this replaces 

Friday’s  assembly.  Thank  you 
 

Principal’s  Report 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
Welcome to the last week of Term 3.  It 
truly is amazing how fast time flies when 
you are having fun! And it is even more 
amazing what St Rita’s  manages  to  fit  into  
one single school term.  No doubt you are 
all looking forward to the two- week break. 
With so much sickness around of late 
hopefully it will be a time for rest, 
relaxation and much needed recuperation. 
 
As you are all aware Mrs Conomo (Vicki) is 
away on long service leave. This 
commenced yesterday and will continue 
until the end of the first week back next 
term. In her absence we will attempt to 
replicate her high level of energy and 
enthusiasm and continue with business as 
usual.  Please do not hesitate to come and 
see me with any questions or concerns. And 
remember that what at first may seem a 
monumental problem or issue can usually 
be sorted out quickly once it is brought to 
our attention through the right channels. 
Good and effective communication 
between home and school is the key 
ingredient to a successful education. 
 
Our recent walk-a-thon has proven to be an 
extremely productive and enjoyable event. 
This Thursday morning at 9.00am we will 
hold a special assembly to distribute prizes 

for the top fundraisers in our school. While 
only some children will receive a reward for 
an outstanding effort in this area, we do 
acknowledge and are extremely grateful for 
the contributions of all children and 
families. So thank you everyone on a job 
well done! I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank the businesses that 
sponsored prizes – Innisfail Kitchens & 
Cabinets, MSF Sugar, Basilisk Blooms, EH 
Westbury & Co, Larsens, Paronella Park, 
Harley’s  Educational  Supplies, and Cairns 
Coconut Village. 
 
Thank you also to the wonderful mums of 
our P&F who donated items to the cake 
stall on Saturday morning at the PCYC, and 
especially those who coordinated or played 
a role in the event, Michelle Mann, Malinda 
Eaves, Pricilla Wilcox Chantal Vaclavik and 
Renee Sinton. The fact that a large 
proportion of the goodies were sold at 
school prior to the actual cake sale is a 
great indication of the level of support from 
our parent and student body.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated ladies. 
 
Congratulations to Isaac Darveniza who 
recently competed in the Peninsula U12 
Cricket trials as a member of the Innisfail 
and District team. Along with his 
teammates Isaac played three full days of 
cricket. A fantastic effort Isaac. 
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This Friday a number girls from years 4 -6 
will travel to Cairns accompanied by Mr 
Rossi to play netball in the Mary Mills Cup. 
Named in honour of Sr Mary Mills (a long 
serving Principal at St Thomas’,  Mareeba  
and then Head of the Mercy Sisters 
organization in Queensland) this will be a 
great opportunity for the girls to hone their 
court skills and enjoy meeting teams from 
other Catholic schools in our diocese. Best 
of luck to all the girls involved here. 
 
Just as time this term has flown, so too will 
our holiday period. So enjoy spending time 
with your children whether it be at home or 
travelling away.  We look to the safe return 
of all students next 
term.  
 
Take care,            
Denise   
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS  

 
LAUDATO SI :  AN ENCYCLICAL LETTER 
ON THE CARE OF OUR COMMON HOME 
The  word  ‘encyclical’  comes  from  the  Greek,  
meaning  ‘circular’.    It  refers  to  a  letter  that  is  sent  
by the Pope with the intent of being circulated 
among the bishops of the world, or a particular 
part of the world. 
Encyclicals provide instructions that are usually 
intended for the clergy, the Catholic faithful or 
other  ‘men  of  good  will’  outside  the  Catholic  
Church.  The title of the encyclical is always taken 
from the first words of the opening sentence.  For 
example, if the first words speak of marriage, then 
the encyclical is about the Sacrament of marriage.  
If the first few words speak of love, then the content 
of the encyclical would be about love. 
As a general rule, the official version of the 
encyclical is always written in Latin.  In some 
cases, when the encyclical is directed to one nation 
only, the official version may be in the language of 
that land. 
Encyclicals are used mainly for teaching, 
sometimes to caution, and in a few cases for 
condemnations.  The first encyclical was released 

by Pope Benedict XIV on December 3, 1740. Since 
then, the Popes have written nearly 300 encyclicals. 
LAUDATO  SI’  is  the  recent  encyclical  letter  on  
Ecology and Climate by Pope Francis. 
David  Schutz,  author  of  Inform’s  – A guide to 
Reading  Laudato  Si’  suggests  that  Pope  Francis  is  a  
man on a mission and has been since he chose the 
name  ‘Francis’  at  his  election.    He  points  out  that  
everyone knows St. Francis of Assisi: the saint who 
loved poverty and the poor, the saint who praised 
God the Creator by singing of his creatures, the 
saint who forsook all his earthly wealth for the sake 
of the Gospel. Schultz continues by saying that it is 
no  surprise  that  ‘Papa  Francesco’  has  made  the  
poor, the environment and the proclamation of the 
gospel his mission. 
In  short,  through  Laudato  Si’  Pope  Francis  
challenges us to think about the damage that human 
actions and attitudes have on our relationship with 
God, with creation and with each other.  
For more information go to 
https://laudatosi:com/ 
(Sources – 
www.catholicdoors.com/faq/qu203.h
tm and  INFORM Vol. 157) 
 
WHAT’S  ON  THIS  WEEK:     
Wednesday morning Year 4/5 and 5/6 will have 
their class liturgy with Fr Kerry in the Church at 
11.30 am.  This will be a Eucharistic Celebration.  
It will be a special time for our five Year 4 boys 
who have recently received First Eucharist as they 
are now able to come forward at Communion time 
with the older children.  Parents are most welcome 
to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A PRAYER FOR THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS: 

Sustaining God, 
Caretaker of life, 

you are always present. 
You live in us. 

Watch over our children during the break, 
and keep us safe in your watchful gaze. 

Bless our school community  
as we celebrate our holidays. 

We make this prayer 
through Jesus our guardian. 

AMEN  

https://laudatosi:com/
http://www.catholicdoors.com/faq/qu203.htm
http://www.catholicdoors.com/faq/qu203.htm


Thank you for a wonderful term. May the peace of 
Christ be with you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regards,  
Denise (Acting APRE 
– Assistant to the Principal, Religious Education) 
 

Satisfaction survey 
Please remember to complete the School 
Satisfaction Survey. We promise it will only 
take you up to TWO minutes of your time. It 
is only about fifteen clicks of the mouse. 
The link is: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SthJohnstonePar
ent2015StRitas 

Thank you for your help.  
 

Real schools partnership 
Parent information evening 

Last  week  Vicki  mentioned  in  her  principal’s  
report to keep the night of Tuesday, 
October 13th in your calendars. We have 
signed a three year contract with Real 
Schools Australia to work in our school with 
the teachers, students and parents. Adam 
Voigt the founder of Real Schools will be in 
the school on Monday 12th and Tuesday 
13th. She has asked everyone to make the 
effort to attend this meeting.  
Please note however this parent night may 
change to Monday 12th October as we 
have just been advised there is another 
community function on that night. So stay 
tuned and we will advise as soon as we can 
confirm. 
A flyer and a video link is below from Adam 
explaining our partnership in more detail.  
The Introductory Video invitation is 
available at this link: 
https://youtu.be/szdUhwFZVl0. 

 
 

PUPIL free day 
19 October – Week 3 Term 4 

There will be no staff at school on this day 
as they will be attending compulsory 
seminars at other venues. You will need to 
make arrangements for the care of your 
child/ren for this day. Thank you. 
 

Tuckshop  
There IS tuckshop this week. Please ask 

your child for a menu. 

 
LIBRARY BOOKS 

As this is the last week of term can you 
please check that all library books are 
returned tomorrow.  
Have a fabulous holiday. 
Judi Kelly 
Librarian 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SthJohnstoneParent2015StRitas
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SthJohnstoneParent2015StRitas
https://youtu.be/szdUhwFZVl0


Not to be missed!! 
Maggie dent parent seminar 

 
 

Cent sale 
Melbourne Cup is looming. For those new 
parents who are unaware – our P & F 
organize a Melbourne Cup Luncheon in the 
Shire Hall for approximately 220 guests. It is 
a big event with Fashions on the Field, Cent 
Sale, Monster Goose, entertainment, 
sweeps etc.  
It is time to start watching out for suitable 
items that you might like to donate as a 
cent sale prize. So keep an eye out for sale 
items over the holidays and please bring 
anything in that you would like to donate. 
They should be taken to the tuckshop. 
Melissa Leonardi is coordinating the cent 
sale again this year. If you have no idea, 
please  don’t  hesitate  to  ask  Melissa  or  at  
the office or any parent who may have 
been involved in past years. 

 

 
Woolworths Earn & Learn is finished.  

We're now at the important stage of the 
program where the Sticker Sheets are 

collected and lodged as our Earn & Learn 
claim. We will then be able to get new 

educational equipment for our school. The 
more we collect, the more we can redeem. 
All stickers need to be in by Thursday so 
that they can be posted off on Friday to 

make the deadline. The stickers don’t have 
to be on sheets – that can be done here. 

Every little bit helps.  
Thanks again for all your support! 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 (new dates in yellow)  

TERM 3 
18 Sept End of Term 

TERM 4 
6 Oct  Start of Term 4 
14 Oct Billy Slater Cup 
19 Oct PUPIL FREE DAY 
3 Nov  Melbourne Cup 
9-13 Nov Swimming – lower school 
11 Nov Remembrance Day  
16-20 Nov Swimming – upper school 
 
 
 

 
 

http://woolworthsearnlearn.cmail1.com/t/r-l-fhlcdd-djjdjjljtl-t/


And lots of things to do 
over the holidays – 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Presents 
Blinky Bill (G) 

18,19 & 20 September 
7.30pm 

Admission $8.00  
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